sandiegouniontribune.com 


The San Diego 


Union-Cribun 


WEDNESDAY • NOVEMBER 8, 2017 


$1.85 


PLUS TAX 


GUNMAN ESCAPED FACI 


Kelley confined after bringing guns onto base, attempting to ‘carry out threats’ 


BY ELI ROSENBERG, MARK 
BERMAN & WESLEY LOWERY 


NEW BRAUNFELS, Texas 
The gunman who killed 
more than two dozen people 
in a small church in Suther- 
land Springs, Texas, on Sun- 
day had a string of troubling 
episodes in recent years, in- 
cluding an escape from a 
mental health facility in 2012 
afterhe was caught sneaking 
guns onto an Air Force base 
“attempting to carry out 
death threats” against mili- 
tary superiors, according to 


a police report. 

Devin Kelley’s young life 
was riddled with warning 
signs, mounting during and 
after his time in the Air 
Force, including a conviction 
for beating his then-wife and 
stepson, charges of animal 
cruelty, mental health con- 
cerns, investigations for do- 
mestic assault, threats 
against his family members 
and a motorcycle crash that 
left him with lingering phys- 
ical pain. 

Interviews and police and 
military documents depict 


Kelley as a distressed — and 
at-times, violent — man in 
the years before authorities 
said he walked into the First 
Baptist Church in Suther- 
land Springs and fired round 
after round into the congre- 
gation gathered for Sunday 
morning services. 

Police in El Paso reported 
that five years before the 
church massacre, officers 
were dispatched to a bus ter- 
minal after Kelley escaped 
from a nearby behavioral fa- 
cility. Officers wrote they 
were told Kelley, who was 


serving in the Air Force, “was 
a danger to himself and oth- 
ers” at the time and “was 
also facing military criminal 
charges.” While it is unclear 
why Kelley was at the mental 
health facility and whether 
he ever faced military disci- 
pline for the threats, he was 
court-martialed that same 
year and convicted of abus- 
ing his wife and stepson. 

But the Air Force has ac- 
knowledged that it did not 
tell federal authorities about 
thedomesticviolenceconvic- 
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JONATHAN BACHMAN REUTERS 


A law enforcement officer walks past the door to the 
First Baptist Church of Sutherland Springs Tuesday. 
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President Donald Trump addresses the South Korean National Assembly today in Seoul. Earlier in the day, Trump was 
forced to abort a surprise visit to the heavily fortified Korean demilitarized zone because of bad weather. 


TRUMP WARNS NORTH KOREA: 
‘DO NOT UNDERESTIMATE US’ 


In hard-line speech, president cautions against dangers posed by ‘cult’ regime 


BY ASHLEY PARKER & DAVID NAKAMURA 


SEOUL 


“We will defend our 


President Donald Trump today warned 
against the threat posed by “a country ruled 
by acult” in a hard-line speech aimed at rally- 
ing international pressure against North Ko- 
rea over its escalating nuclear weapons pro- 
gram. 

Trump, in an address to South Korea’s 
National Assembly, said dictator Kim Jong 
Un’s regime seeks to “sow conflict abroad to 
distract from total failure they suffer at 
home.” 

“Do not underestimate us,” Trump said, 
directing his remarks at North Korea. “And 
do not try us. We will defend our common 


common spirit, our 
shared prosperity 
and our sacred. 
liberty.” 


President Donald Trump 


spirit, our shared prosperity and our sacred 
liberty.” 

He emphasized that the United States is 
not seeking conflict, but he added, “We will 
never run from it. History is filled with dis- 


carded regimes that have foolishly tested 
America’s resolve.” 

“We will not be intimidated,” Trump said. 

Inthe speech, Trump painted a bleak por- 
trait oflifein North Korea, describing citizens 
as bribing government officials to leave the 
country just so they can work as slaves. He 
contrasted the poverty and desperation to 
thriving South Korea — home to along list of 
top-rated golfers, he noted. 

The remarks came a day after Trump had 
asserted that his administration is making “a 
lot of progress” on the Korean Peninsula and 
had urged Kim to “make a deal” at the negoti- 
ating table on the rogue nation’s nuclear 
weapons and ballistic missile pro- 
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Decline in SeaWorld Entertainment’s 
net profits from same quarter last year 


SEAWORLD’S 
REVENUE, 
ATTENDANCE 
CONTINUE 
TO DECLINE 


Company says ‘public perception’ 
issues color poor results in S.D. 


BY LORI WEISBERG 


SeaWorld attendance and revenue fell 
sharply during the key summer months, 
with the San Diego and Orlando marine 
parks experiencing the brunt of poor visita- 
tion trends, the company reported Tues- 
day. 

While the third-quarter results for the 
Florida and Texas parks were clearly im- 
pacted by Hurricanes Irma and Harvey, 
which forced them to close temporarily, 
SeaWorld San Diego’s attendance woes had 
more to do with the “public perception” is- 
sues that have dogged it for the last several 
years, the company acknowledged. 

Its falling attendance was fueled in part 
by fewer visitors from the Southern Califor- 
nia area, the company said. 

Companywide, attendance during the 
quarter ending Sept. 30 declined nearly 9 
percent, with 732,000 fewer people visiting 
the theme parks compared with the same 
quarter a year earlier. Just a year ago, at- 
tendance during the third quarter had been 
flat. 

Quarterly revenues also saw a steep drop 
last quarter, falling by 10 percent, to $437.7 
million, SeaWorld Entertainment reported. 

More precipitous was the fall in net prof- 
its — 16 percent — to $55 million from $65.7 
million a year earlier. 

The company’s poor showing comes on 
the heels of continued cost-cutting, which 
included the recent elimination of 350 posi- 
tions. SeaWorld says it remains on track to 
reach its target of $40 million in net cost sav- 
ings by the end of 2018. It also identified an 
additional $25 million in cost savings. 
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REDUCTION IN IMMIGRANT 
WORKERS COULD HOBBLE 
HORSE RACING INDUSTRY 


Filling backstretch 
jobs has long been 
industry challenge 
BY KATE MORRISSEY 


Hours before the first 
ladies in elaborate hats and 
men in suits began to trickle 
into the grandstand for the 
Breeders’ Cup on Saturday, 
the backstretch filled with 
the quiet bustle of workers 
measuring feed, shoveling 
dirty straw and removing 
bandages from million-dol- 
lar legs. 

Finding committed back- 
stretch workers has been a 
challenge for the racing in- 
dustry for along time. Many 


trainers have, for years, 
hired immigrants or tempo- 
rary visa holders to offset the 
lack of American workers 
willing to do those jobs. 

With recent changes in 
immigration policy, trainers 
are having trouble getting 
visas for their workers, and 
unauthorized workers are 
afraid to travel with their 
charges, who move from 
track to track throughout 
racing season. 

Some workers didn’t 
come to Del Mar because 
they were worried about 
coming so close to the bor- 
der and having to go through 
a Border Patrol checkpoint 
on the way back. 

“We don’t have people 
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WOMAN THREATENED OVER OUTFIT CHOICE 


S.D. resident heckled by angry crowd for wearing red to ceremony at Thai temple in L.A. 


NELVIN C. CEPEDA 


Rosalynn Carmen shows a photo of what she wore to the Wat 
Thai Temple for a memorial for the late Thai king. 
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BY LYNDSAY WINKLEY 


Not long after she arrived to the Wat 
Thai Temple in Los Angeles, people started 
noticing the bright flowers on Rosalynn 
Carmen’s jacket. 

“She’s wearing red!” 
shouted. 

Others who had gathered at the temple 
for amemorial honoring the late Thai king 
circled Carmen, saying her clothing was in- 
appropriate and asign of disrespect. The al- 
tercation would ultimately lead to hun- 
dreds of threats, including a call for the San 
Diego woman and her husband’s assassina- 
tion. 

The lingering controversy appears to be, 
at least in part, a reflection of Thailand’s 
deeply divided politics and an example of 
the viral power of misinformation seen in so- 
cial media communities around the world. 

Online video of the incident shows that 
Carmen stood her ground when confronted 
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Challenge your friends to an all day game of paintball 
with mask and paintball gun rental for just $8! Buy now 
at SanDiegoUnionTribune.com/UTDeals. 
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